


power (true sine-wave output), have a
habit of overheating and don’t handle
vibration. So I went straight to the top
of the class and invested a tad over
$1700 in a Victron Phoenix Multi
Compact unit. 

It’s the bottom-of-the-range 800/35
unit, which means it’s capable of pump-
ing around 700W, but that should be
more than enough given our needs, and
when you consider everything else,
they’re excellent value.

Victron earned its stripes in the
marine world, where its products are
recognised as the most reliable and
long-lasting available. Apart from pro-
ducing true sine-wave 240V power from
12V batteries, this unit takes over from
the CTEK by providing the ultimate in
battery charging when plugged into
shore power. 

It’s actually better described as an
intelligent ‘adaptive’ battery manage-
ment system, because the charging
cycle is controlled by a microprocessor
that takes battery condition and tem-
perature into account. 

This is invaluable for caravans and
motorhomes, because our type of
lifestyle often means long periods with
little use followed by plenty of hectic
holidaying demands! 

The Victron’s brain works all this out,
charging flat batteries as quickly as
possible – while not over-cooking them
– or maintaining them with a storage
mode that minimises gassing and corro-
sion by floating the voltage at 13.2V. 

It does this while giving the batter-
ies a weekly ‘hit’ at absorption level to
prevent stratification of the electrolyte
and sulphation. 

In other words, it’s virtually a ‘fit and
forget’ battery maintenance and 240V
inverter all in one. Plugged in line

between the 240V inlet and the van’s
240V outlets, it means looking after the
batteries is as simple as leaving the van
hooked up to shore power when you’re
not travelling. 

On the road, you’ve got the conven-
ience of 240V whenever it’s needed.
The Victron’s automatic activation (in
less than 20 milliseconds) means that
should you be plugged into shore
power, any appliance running off 240V
won’t shut down in the event of a
power disruption. 

That’s not such a worry, unless
you’re on a respirator or you’re a
journo with 2500 words of a 3000-word
yarn tapped into his computer…

They’ve got a lot more features –
most of which I’m yet to understand –
so I wasn’t surprised to find that these
units can be programmed with a laptop
to suit an individual fitment. 

This is the sort of thing Colin does
with the Victron units he fits, computer
customising them to suit whatever gen-
erator/battery storage system his cus-
tomers have in mind so that battery and
inverter performance is maximised.

But that’s all a bit too technical for
me. I just wanted the best I could find,
and it had to be simple enough to fit
myself – though, like anything to do
with 240V power, I got my installation

checked out by a licensed electrician
when I’d finished. No, that’s not him
you can hear laughing.

Which won’t be until next month
now, because we’ve run out of space.
Whoops, talking space, I’d better
mention one of the other features of
the Victron units – they’re light-
weight and space efficient, especially
when compared to anything with
similar outputs. 

Yet while space and weight are
always priorities with us vanners, I’ve
got a more immediate concern.

Yep, explaining a little $1700
glitch on the credit card to ‘She who
Checks Everything’. Constant cold
beer won’t wash. I’d better try the
hairdryer angle…

CONTACTS

Victron Phoenix units are distributed by
Bainbridge Technologies Pty Ltd
Tel: (07) 3821 3333.
Web: www.baintech.com.au

Stockists include: 
Battery World outlets 
Tel: 131 760 Australia-wide
Solar Panel Xpress 
Tel: 1800 800 846 
Web: www.solarpanelxpress.com.au

And many other marine and solar outlets

9   With the Victron’s cables, the heat sensor
(top) and the connecting leads to the other
battery, this terminal is starting to get a bit
crowded! I’ll swap it for a bolt-type terminal
later, but for now it’s a case of cinching every-
thing tight and keeping the terminals free of
corrosion with some Lanotec lanolin oil

10   There’s nothing too complicated about
these controls, is there? Switched ‘on’, it’s
a charger/inverter with full functions, or
there’s an option for charger only – or off.
The lights tell the story – and I’ll have the
rest of this story ready by next month once
I’ve had a little nap…
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